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Rita Gundry Gives ECAMGAVs The
ABCs Of Mason Bees
Rita Gundry is fascinated by many things (bluebirds, bat counting,
Monarch butterflies to name just a few) but in the last couple of years she
has also become very interested in Mason bees. Gundry and her
husband are not new to bees as they ran Gundry’s Buzzin Acres and
raised honeybees for some twenty years, but she has recently turned her
attention to the wild, solitary bee and, in particular, the Mason bee.
She began her presentation by disabusing those in attendance of some
common misconceptions that people have about bees in general. For
Pictures by Jo-Ann Clark
instance, most bees are not aggressive and not all bees sting. In
addition, not all bees make honey despite what most people think. There are some 20,000 plus bee
species on earth and about 90 percent of them are solitary bees (unlike the honeybee that are societal).
No native species of bees make honey here in Wisconsin. And, while honeybees (a species brought to this
country by European colonists) are great pollinators, Mason bees are super pollinators (It takes 80,000
worker honeybees to do the work of one Mason bee). Mason bees won’t fly over 300 feet to get pollen
and, unlike the honeybee, don’t mind working in inclement weather.
What is a Mason bee? It is a solitary bee that nests in cavities and holes and emerges from their cocoons
in April. The forte of the Mason bee is the pollination of fruit trees, nut trees
and berry bushes and the average wild fruit bloom in this area is April 21 so
Gundry gets the cocoons she purchases out early with all of them being
released by May 1. There must be a consistent 55-degree temperature out
before she puts out the cocoons. Also, interestingly, the bee’s wings won’t
function until they have an 80-degree body temperature.
Gundry went on to describe the process the female Mason bee goes through to lay the eggs in the nesting
tubes in the process of which she literally works herself to death by mid-June. The eggs develop and
overwinter and then, come spring the next generation emerges and the cycle repeats itself.
So, why bother with or about Mason bees (especially if there is no honey)? There are a number of benefits
that Rita pointed out. They are easy to manage; the bees are gentle and non-aggressive. They have a
smooth stinger, so when you are stung it is more like a mosquito bite than a
sting by any other type of bee or hornet. And they are super pollinators for
your fruit and nut trees and your berry bushes. Gundry feels that having
Mason bees around dramatically increases her yields. She also stated that
native bees go with native plants. The two are a match made for each other.
After the presentation Gundry answered questions and those present got to
Get an up-close look at some of the equipment and a sample of what one of
the nesting tubes looks like.
Treats were served and door prizes were given out. The next meeting will be
held on November 18, 2019 at the UW-Eau Claire Extension Office and will feature Bill
Manning speaking about Gardening with the Incarcerated Population. The meeting will
start at 6:30 and is open to the public so bring a friend or two along.
Photo by Sally Anderson
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Area Master Gardener News ECAMGA BoardApril 2013
Changing
e-mail?
Moving?
If you do, please remember to notify the ECAMG
and the newsletter editor of your new e-mail address
and/or mailing address so you don’t miss any Eau
Claire Area Master Gardener happenings!
Email your new
information to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI
54701 (or call her at 715-7830016 - cell).

ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
Name

E-mail address

Mary Jane Griffin
Dick Lienhardt
Paula Bonnin
Ede Strand
Rita Gundry
Carla Pelzl
Chris Southworth
Ellen Terwilliger

MGV

Bulletin Board
Postings Stories
and
Opportunities!!!

Nancy Spak

Phone number

mgriffinhlaa@gmail.com

715-835-6979

dicklienhardt@yahoo.com

715-286-9917

paula.d.bonnin@gmail.com

715-220-6373

edestrand@aol.com

715-8326775

gundryrk@uwec.edu

715-579-5523

jcpelzl@gmail.com

715-835-6628

Chris_southworth@yahoo.com

715-514-3358

terwilset@gmail.com

715-839-0731

nancyspak@gmail.com

715-210-7005

Rita Gundry

Note:
The ECAMGAV Board minutes may be accessed at
https://www.eauclaireareamastergardener.org.

ECAMGVA
2019 Calendar
All meetings at Extension Office

November ECAMGAV Meeting To
Present On “Gardening With The
Incarcerated Population”
The November 18th Eau Claire Area Master Gardener
Association Volunteer’s (ECAMGAV’s) meeting will feature a
presentation by Bill Manning. Bill lives in Menomonie,
Wisconsin and, along with other gardening volunteers, is
involved with the gardens around the Dunn County Jail. This
a project that allows community volunteers to share their
gardening expertise with inmates involved in the Huber
program. Not only does it give the inmates a chance to get
outdoors and pick up some gardening skills but also a chance
to give back to the community. In the approximately ten
years that the gardens have been in existence over 30,000
pounds of produce has been donated to local food pantries.
The event will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will be held at the Eau
Claire County UW-Extension Office (227 First Street West,
Altoona, WI 54720). Treats will be available and door prizes
given out. The event is open to the public so come and bring
a friend or two and find out more about this very interesting
outreach via gardening into the Dunn County jail.

unless otherwise noted

November 18, 2019: Gardening with the
Incarcerated Population – Bill
Manning

December 16: Annual Holiday Party
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The contest judges commented on the fact
that there were some difficult choices they
had to make due to the quality of the pictures
submitted. In the end Ellen Terwilliger’s
offering of “Ruby Spider Daylily” was awarded
first place. Ellen commented when submitting
the picture, “The photo of the Ruby spider
daylily was taken in July of 2019. The
complimentary colors, the folds, creases and
lines and shapes that you can get lost in, all
appeal to me as a viewer. Besides that the
katydid is an added bonus along with (this)
being my favorite daylily.”

Second place was awarded to Paula Bonnin for
her photo, “Damselfly On My Rose.” While she
had no comments to add the picture certainly
speaks for itself and for Paula’s love of her roses.
The third-place winner was Sally Anderson with
her photo, “Bees All Over My Asters.” Her
comments concerning the photo were, “I just took
this photo today, September 28th. The bees are
all over my asters in the afternoon. In the early
morning they are so still on the asters, goldenrod

and sedum that I have planted to keep these
pollinators happy this time of year.” Those
bees are certainly busy and will be happy to
collect from the buffet that Sally has prepared
for them.
The judges also selected an “Honorable
Mention” photo which was submitted by Mikel
Reise which she took (continued on page 4)
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of the morning glory vines growing on her arbor on August 7,
2019. The photo is entitled “Grandpa Otts Morning Glory” and
is of the old-time heirloom favorite by that same name.
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Thanks to everyone who entered the photo contest. The
quality of the photos keeps increasing and the judge’s
comments reflect that fact that there were some very difficult
choices to make in order to select the winners. (The judging
panel consisted of Dana Cox, Jolene Bain, Aubrey Wygralek,
and Kristy Anderson, all professional photographers from over
on the Eastern and Southeastern area of the state).

The remaining photos will be used in future issues of the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News
so keep an eye out for them. The award certificates and prizes will be presented to the winners
at the December meeting and the photos will also be featured on the ECAMGA website at
https://www.eauclaireareamastergardener.org. First prize is $30; second prize is $25; and the
third prize is $20. All winners will receive a certificate.

Meet the Candidates Running For The ECAMGAV
Board of Directors
Andy Heren grew up on a hobby farm (his dad worked for Caterpillar) in
Pekin, IL. They raised beef cattle, chickens, rabbits, and occasionally ducks
and turkeys. His older brother even got a few pigs one year. His family had
three big gardens and a small orchard. His mom was busy canning all summer in order to feed
their family of 6 for the whole year. Andy grows all heirlooms (except for Sunsugar tomatoes) in
raised beds and pots. He has a passion for trying new heirloom tomato varieties. Andy became a
Master Gardener Volunteer in 2010 and served on the board for the next four years as president.
Jeannie Chromey: While I have only been a “Master” gardener since January
2019, I have spent most of my life with one foot in the garden. Even when I lived
in locations where having a garden was not feasible I managed to grow some
fresh vegetables in patio pots. My specialty is what I like to call “jungle”
gardening. This involves letting much of what re-seeds grow wherever it wants to
the next year. This method does not make for nice neat rows (those are
overrated) but does provide some fun and tasty surprises sometimes. I enjoy
sharing my gardening experiences, both successful and those not so much, with
others. Teaching and speaking to groups is something I especially enjoy. This
year I have had the opportunity to teach two classes at the Augusta library that
were well attended and enjoyable for all. I am hoping my future with this program allows me
more of these opportunities, while at the same time I get to learn from other gardeners about their
interests and experiences.
Louise White-Roach: I have been a gardener for my entire life. Veggie
gardens, bonsai trees, perennials...I just "dabbled" really, until I started working
at Fanny Hill, and after that I was seriously addicted! I spent the next 15 years
in those gardens, until it's closing. I particularly like perennial gardens, and I
love planning new spaces. During the summer months, I now "hire out" to
other gardens, and I have met many fun and interesting people. I have never
really had the time to get involved in MGV doings, as I also give private piano
lessons during the school year, but that is slowing down a bit, and so I'm anxious to meet some
more fun and interesting people in this capacity. Looking forward to new things!
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S1 County Road K,
Fall Creek, WI 54742
Beavercreekreserve.org
Phone: (715) 877-2212

Seasonal Mood Elixir Make and Take
November 13, 2019 - 6:00 – 8:00 pm.
Wise Nature Center – Woodland Room
As we transition from fall into winter learn about the
herbs that can support the mind and body during
seasonal changes. Nature offers gentle and supportive
remedies to make your winter days a little brighter! In
this class we will cover a variety of holistic techniques to
help you cope with the winter blues as well as simple
remedies we will make in class such as a tea or tincture
which you will custom blend to fit your unique needs.
The instructor is Master Herbalist Kerri Kiernan, River
Prairie Apothecary LLC. Cost: $30.00. Preregistration
and Payment are required. Registration ends
November 11th.

Snakes of Wisconsin
November 14, 2019 – 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Wise Nature Center
Ever wonder what is ssslithering in your backyard?
Come join a naturalist as we learn interesting facts
about one of Wisconsin’s most misunderstood creatures
and discover why snakes are so important to our state!
You will even have a chance to meet a live snake that
lives here at Beaver Creek. This program is appropriate
for all ages. Cost: Friends of Beaver Creek free; Nonmembers $7.00. Registration and full payment required
by November 13.

April

Saturday, November 2, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm:
local farmers market, selling everything from
honey to beef to pickles to pork! Veggies to fish
to fruit to cheese! Come stroll through the
farmers’ booths and enjoy the sights, sounds
and scents of the greenhouse at Down To
Earth.

Saturday, November 2: Winter Mini
Garden Workshop 10:00 to 11:00 am:
Make your very own Winter Wonderland
Miniature Garden! These miniature
gardens will have a special twist just for the
season! With a unique container, a few
plants, festive décor, and a touch of elfin
magic, you’ll have a wonderful new
miniature garden to add to your winter
décor! Bring your own container or
purchase one here. Cost: Build your own;
only pay for what you take home.
November 12 from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm:
Learn To Grow Microgreens With Farm Doc
Microgreens Dan Czelatdko, Farm Doc
Microgreens, will be at Down To Earth to
explore the world of microgreens! Come learn
and plant.
-What are Microgreens?
-How to plant and what is required to
grow microgreens.
-How to use Microgreens in your
cooking and daily life.
- Plant your own container to grow and
enjoy!
$15 registration includes tray, seeds, soil and
class. Pre-Registration is required at
https://www.downtoearthgardencenter.com/eve
nts-calendar/ or call 715-833-1234.

Down To Earth Garden Center
6025 Arndt Ln
Eau Claire, WI 54701
715-833-1234
www.downtoearthgardencenter.com
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This is the first in a series of articles focused on UWEX Learning Store publications. There are
many fascinating publications, long and short, technical and, well, less technical, available at the Learning
Store. They are a wonderful source of information and inspiration for Master Gardener Volunteers and the
public.
I encourage you to read at least one publication a month over the winter. This month I pulled UWEX Lawn
& Garden Publication A3871, Effects of Flooding on Woody Landscape Plants (available at
https://learningstore.uwex.edu ). Until I started reading this publication, I hadn’t thought much about how
my woody plants might be impacted by standing water and soggy soil. I think it is time to pay attention.
Here in the Eau Claire area, we had a fair number of significant rain events over the summer and soils in
areas of my yard stayed saturated for some time. Now, according to information just released by the NOAA
Climate Prediction Center, we have a greater than normal chance of having a wetter than normal winter.
That could mean more saturated soil next Spring.
Publication 3871 starts off discussing the symptoms of flood stress and answering the question “will my
woody plants survive?” It goes on to discuss why plants might die and how to care for them. There is a list
of susceptible woody plants. The publication then turns to modifying the landscape: improving drainage
and replanting with tolerant plants.
I think now is a good time to assess my yard, to identify at-risk woody plants and to make a plan. Some of
my trees are on the “susceptible” list. The publication includes a list of trees and shrubs that tolerate wet
conditions. Some of my Fall favorites (Elderberry, Red-Twig Dogwood and Winterberry) are on the list.
Maybe my assessment will give me an excuse to plant a few of those next Spring.

“The best way to

knock the chip
off your

neighbor’s

shoulder is to

pat him on the
back.”

-Anonymous
Is this a case of there being consequences for our actions or the fact
that in the end you can’t cover up anything??
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Jumping Worms in Wisconsin
Background Information and Suggested Control Methods
▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

All earthworms in the USA are not native to North America. Most
earthworms came with European settlement. The Jumping Worm
found in Wisconsin is from east Asia
Jumping worms (NR 40 Restricted Species) came from Japan or Korea around 1939 and were
recently found in Wisconsin in 2013
Jumping worms have a distinct dark body with a flat, white clitellum along with a stiff body that
wiggles rapidly when disturbed
Jumping worms reproduce asexually and need only one egg or worm to start an infestation
Jumping worm adults have two reproductive cycles per year and then die over the winter leaving
behind the cocoons that survive Wisconsin winters
Jumping worms deplete the soil rapidly and live in the upper 8” of soil and duff layer
Jumping worms do not aerate the soil, but dry it out to a consistency of coffee grounds that
exposes plant roots, which causes shallow rooted plants to die
Jumping worms spread in hardwood mulch and leaves the fastest
Jumping worms travel in soil of exchanged plants (i.e. peer-peer, organizational and un-regulated
plant sales)
Do not use composted manure unless it is heated to a minimum temperature of 115 degrees
Fahrenheit for three days to kill any potential cocoons
Avoid municipal compost unless it has carefully managed and processed at the proper
temperature for extended periods
To evaluate a worm population, mix a solution of 1/3 cup of dry mustard powder with one gallon
of water and then pour it over the bare soil surface to bring worms to the surface
Make sure to alert your neighbors of Jumping Worms and encourage them to manage them
Control methods are a three-step and multiple year process, so be patient
1. In the fall apply a BioChar® or similar product (ground-up charcoal) that will puncture the
Jumping worm’s skin and start the control process
2. Follow up with an application of tea seed meal (i.e. Early Bird®) to kill the remaining worms in
late April or early May. The tea seed meal is a common organic fertilizer used in golf course
management practices to control earthworms. The tea seed meal burns the skin and then
brings the Jumping worms to the surface where they will die
3. Apply a second application of tea seed meal in late July or early August to kill the remaining
worms before they start their second reproductive cycle
Repeat this three-step process for two to five years or more if needed

Lower Chippewa Invasives Partnership, Inc.
lcinvasives.org
715-539-2766
700 Wolske Bay Rd, Suite 275, Menomonie, WI 54751
Search “Jumping Worms” on the Wisconsin DNR website to find out more information

“Make sure your footprints don’t leave the mark of a heel.”
-Anonymous
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everyone
else’s
drama.”
-Anonymous
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A flashback to
the days
of the
fairground
April
2013
gardens!
(picture
taken by ?)

EAU CLAIRE AREA MASTER GARDENER NEWSLETTER
A newsletter for the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Association members.
Unless otherwise noted, articles for
this newsletter are submitted and/or
written by ECAMGA members or
the newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox.
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are
from clipart. Newsletter layout by
Carol W. Cox

For more Eau Claire County UW
Cooperative Extension information
go to our website:
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire
Phone: 715-839-4712
Fax: 715-839-6277
M-F 8AM-5PM

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction
record or veteran status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please
contact 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Eau Claire County
Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, WI 54720

