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TOUR OF SQUARE ROOTS FARM by Lori Kempen
On Tuesday, July 23rd about 30 enthusiastic gardeners ventured south of
Eau Claire to visit Square Roots Farm on Mallard Road. Owner, Jake Lau,
gave an extended tour of the CSA farm where he and his family live. The
40 acres is dedicated to sustainable farming practices. As we walked around
the area we viewed and were able to sample some of the tomato varieties
growing in the greenhouses and hoop houses. We toured the building where
root vegetables are held in storage for the winter markets.
They have a small number of Beulingo cattle that watched us with interest on this beautiful summer evening.
It is a modern American composite breed of belted beef cattle developed in North Dakota in the 1970's. He
explained how they practice crop rotation, plant cover crops, pasture animals, and apply compost to create
healthy, productive soils. Rows and rows of beans, kale, carrots, beets, onions and potatoes were visible in
the fields. Jake even gave a demonstration of cultivating with his 1947 Allis Chalmers tractor!
Thank you Jake, for graciously answering numerous questions from the curious participants. After almost 2
hours we were left with a real appreciation of the labor that goes in raising the vegetables we are fortunate to
have available almost year-round.

New Extension Horticultural Program
Coordinator and ECAMGAVs Update
Each Other On Eau Claire County
MG Activities…
On Monday, July 15 , at 6:30 p.m. at the
UW-Extension Office in Altoona, Margaret Murphy,
the new Horticultural Program Coordinator (for Eau Claire, Dunn, Polk
and Chippewa) spoke at the monthly Master Gardener (MF) meeting. The
time was spent interacting with MG volunteers regarding what kinds of
volunteer activities were happening in Eau Claire County.
th

Margaret also indicated that University of Wisconsin Extension, as of July
1, 2019, has merged under the University of Wisconsin-Madison. One of
the big changes that is accompanying this merger is the on-line reporting
system that is being implemented. Murphy indicated that Extension in
Iowa, where she came from, has been doing this on-line reporting for
several years.
Unfortunately the evening was cut short a bit by the urgency of the storm
warnings that were in effect that evening. Never-the-less, treats were
served and door prizes given out.
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Small well maintained but older
equipment is utilized and vegetables
are stored to sell in the winter
farmer’s markets.
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Changing
e-mail?
Moving?
If you do, please remember to notify the ECAMG
and the newsletter editor of your new e-mail address
and/or mailing address so you don’t miss any Eau
Claire Area Master Gardener happenings!
Email your new
information to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI
54701 (or call her at 715-7830016 - cell).

ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
Name

E-mail address

Mary Jane Griffin
Dick Lienhardt
Paula Bonnin
Ede Strand
Rita Gundry
Carla Pelzl
Chris Southworth
Ellen Terwilliger

MGV

Bulletin Board
Postings Stories
and
Opportunities!!!

Nancy Spak

Phone number

mgriffinhlaa@gmail.com

715-835-6979

dicklienhardt@yahoo.com

715-286-9917

paula.d.bonnin@gmail.com

715-220-6373

edestrand@aol.com

715-8326775

gundryrk@uwec.edu

715-579-5523

jcpelzl@gmail.com

715-835-6628

Chris_southworth@yahoo.com

715-514-3358

terwilset@gmail.com

715-839-0731

nancyspak@gmail.com

715-210-7005

Rita Gundry

Note:
The ECAMGAV Board minutes may be accessed at
https://www.eauclaireareamastergardener.org.

7th Annual
ECAMGA Photo
Contest Rules:
1. One entry per person/member accepted.
2. 2. The photo subject (i.e., main feature of the photo) must
be garden related.
3. ECAMGAV for the 2018/2019 membership year.
4. The photo must have been taken by the contestant
between October 1, 2018 and September 30, 2019.
5. Each entry must be accompanied by a short description of
the photo (the “What,” “Where,” “When,” etc. as
applicable).
6. By entering the contestant gives consent for the ECAMGA
to use the photo submitted for the ECAMGA Newsletter
and/or ECAMGA promotional purposes.
7. First prize will be a $30 gift certificate; second prize a $25
gift certificate, and the third prize a $20 gift certificate.
8. A panel of judges selected by the ECAMGA Educational
Committee will judge the contest and the panel’s decision
is final. Winners will be announced in the November 2019
issue of the ECAMGA Newsletter.
9. Submit photos via email (largest size/pixels that your
email will allow to be sent) to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net by no later than October 7, 2019.
Please place “Photo Contest Entry” in the email subject
line.

ECAMGVA
2019 Calendar
All meetings at Extension Office
unless otherwise noted

August 19, 2019: “What’s the Buzz with
Bumblebees?”- Mary Jo Fleming,
MGV
August 21, 2019: Tour of Pollinator
Gardens at the Wissota State Park
& Chippewa Fairgrounds with MGV
Sue Crisp
September 16, 2019: Annual Harvest Potluck
September 30, 2019: Volunteer hours due
October 7, 2019: Deadline for MG Photo
Contest entries
October 21, 2019: The ABCs of Mason
Bees – Rita Gundry
November 18, 2019: TBA

December 16: Annual Holiday Party
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What’s Buzzin’?
Eau Claire Area
Master Gardener
Although honey bees are the
Volunteers to Tour
poster children for pollinators, our
Eau Claire Area
Master
Gardener News
April 2013
Northern
Wisconsin
native bumblebees have an
State Fairgrounds
important role to play in the pollination story,
Pollinator Garden
and they don’t need coddling.
and Lake Wissota

The Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Volunteers (ECAMGVs)
will have the opportunity to tour the Northern Wisconsin State
Fairgrounds Pollinator Gardens as well as the Lake Wissota
State Park Gardens on August 21. The Tour will start at 6 p.m.
at the Pollinator Gardens at the Fairgrounds. More information
will be sent out closer to that date. Friends and the public are
welcome to attend.
The planning for the Monarch Butterfly Garden at Lake Wissota
State Park started in March of 2017 with the actual layout of the
site beginning in May. Phase one, consisting of mulching and
planting pollinator friendly shrubs began the first week of June.
It also included a birdbath and sundial. By the end of June
additional native pollinator garden plants were donated and
planted.
Phase 2 took place in late summer of 2017. A pre-planned
Monarch Habitat garden plugs were added to the 1750 square
foot garden. Phase 3 consisted of adding additional plants and
plant labels in 2018.
The gardens at the Park are interesting to see and the
ECAMGAVs will have that opportunity. Sue Crisp, a member
of the Chippewa Master Gardeners will conduct the tour. Come
and bring a friend or two.

A presentation will be given by Mary Jo
Flemming, a member of the Chippewa Valley
Master Gardeners on Monday, August 19,
2019 for the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener
Volunteers (ECAMGV) will be an introduction
to these hardy, gentle garden insects. What is
their life cycle? How do they survive our harsh
winter conditions, and what can we do to
encourage their presence in our landscapes?
Come bring a friend or two and find out the
answers to your questions on these interesting
and important pollinators.
The event will be held at the Eau Claire
County Extension Center in Altoona and begin
at 6:30 p.m. The public is
welcome and treats and
door prizes will be
available so come and learn
about these fascinating
insects.

Come To The Fair… by Sally Anderson

Friday and Saturday, July 26th and 27th, Master Gardener Volunteers
set up at the Expo Center for the Eau Claire County Fair. Both days
were spent from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. answering questions regarding
gardening and just visiting with fair goers. Gary Mathis set up his
game of matching vegetable names with photos of the vegetable. It's
something kids and adults find challenging and fun. Several of the
volunteers judged the flower arrangements made by the various 4-H
clubs. The fun part for is to see what type of ingenious containers they
use as planters!

Picture by Steve Anderson

All the volunteers had a chance to tour the exhibition hall and the barns. As always, it is impressive
to see the effort these young 4-H members put into all their projects. Those that raised livestock
were so proud of what they'd accomplished, receiving ribbons for their hard work. Unfortunately, or
not, some of the cattle and pigs were auctioned off so they will start all over raising a young animal
for next year's fair.
Everyone who volunteered looks forward to the ongoing involvement answering questions, not only
at the farmers' market, but also for the special time at the fair.
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Eau Claire
AreaCREEK
MasterBUTTERFLY
Gardener News
BEAVER
FESTIVAL
August 4, 2019, Noon to 4:00 p.m.

April 2013

Join butterfly enthusiasts from the area to celebrate the
unique wonder and beauty of our native butterflies.
Half-hour mini-seminars will run periodically throughout
the Festival and will provide information on Wisconsin
butterflies, raising your own butterflies, butterfly gardening,
and other topics! There will be guided tours of the butterfly
house and lab, and games and crafts for the kids! Don't
forget to get your butterfly sundae! Be sure to mark this
family-oriented, fun, and educational day on your calendar.
Advanced Registration ends: AUGUST 3RD
Cost: Friends: Adult $4, Child $2; Nonmembers: Adult $5, Child $3 - Cost on the Day of event: Adult $6, Child $4
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A WALK IN THE WOODS LOOKING FOR MUSHROOMS
Saturday, August 10, Noon until 5:00 pm
•

Learn to distinguish edible from poisonous mushrooms and learn how
fungi affect the health of the forest. Join Travis, a delightful amateur
mycologist from Cumberland , WI on our hunt for mushrooms. Please
bring your own basket for collecting.
Cost: $12 members; $17 non-members.
Registration ends August 6th.

•

S1 County Road K,
Fall Creek, WI 54742
Beavercreekreserve.org
Phone: (715) 877-2212

Sunday, August 4, 2019: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm:
The first Sunday of the month, thru September, Down to Earth will host local farmers, selling everything from
honey to beef to pickles to pork! Veggies to fish to fruit to flowers! Come stroll through the farmers’ tents
and enjoy the sights, sounds and scents of summer on the grounds here at Down to Earth, surrounded by the
beauty that summer in Western Wisconsin offers.
Down To Earth Garden Center
6025 Arndt Ln
Eau Claire, WI 54701
715-833-1234
www.downtoearthgardencenter.com

Page 5

Page 7
2013

Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News _____ August 2019

Lake Wissota Garden Club
Invites You To Their
National Garden Club Small Standard Flower Show
Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News
In Celebration of Chippewa Falls
Sesquicentennial
Thursday, August 9, 2019

April

(6 p.m. to 9 p.m.)

And Friday, August 9, 2019
(10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.)

Heyde Center for the Arts
Chippewa Falls, WI
The flower show will be held in conjunction with Pure Water Days and the “Celebrating the 150
Anniversary of Chippewa Falls” event.

th

Design Division: “Little Drops, Cascades, & Celebrating the Sesquicentennial:”
Will feature three unique designs including: a creative cascade design; a petite design; and a design style of
choice utilizing an antique or vintage container.
Horticultural Division, “Celebrating 150 Years of Horticulture in Chippewa Falls:”
Will highlight many horticultural exhibits grown and cultivated by members on their properties. These will
include annuals, perennials, container grown specimens; fruits and vegetables.
Educational Division will contain two exhibits:
“Celebrating Our Community Service” will focus on the Lake Wissota Garden Club’s many community
service projects.
“Celebrating Our Partnership with Pollinators” will promote understanding and support of the many
pollinators that have kept Chippewa Falls growing for 150 years.
The Lake Wissota Garden Club, organized in 1976, is a member of the National Garden Clubs, Inc. and the
Wisconsin Garden Club Federation. The flower show will conform to the standards established by the
National Garden Clugs, Inc. (NGC) and as described in the Handbook for Flower Shows.
The purposes of the NGC Flower Show are to: educate club members and the viewing public; to stimulate
interest in horticulture and floral design; to provide an outlet for creative expression; and to communicate
NGC goals and objectives. For more information email the club at lakewissotagc@gmail.com.

"Place and the scale of space must be measured
against our bodies and their capabilities."
- Gary Snyder,
The Practice of the Wild
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POWDERY MILDEW – UNSIGHTLY BUT NOT FATAL
A weed is a
plant that has
As we enter late July and early August we begin to see our summer phlox
mastered every
begin to bloom. They are gorgeous and then we take a closer look and
Page
7
Claire– Area
Master
Gardener
April 2013
survival
skill Eau groan
powdery
mildew
– AGAIN! News
except for
learning how
This plant disease shows up as a white coating on the leaves of such
perennials as lilac, phlox, bee balm and roses as well as some other
to grow in
susceptible annuals (including a number of vegetables) and perennials. The
rows.
culprit is a fungus whose spores overwinter in garden debris. It is also
-Doug Larson
spread by wind. While it makes the plant look sickly it does not damage the
basic health of the plant.

Well, it certainly is icky but it is not fatal to the plant and there are some
things we can do to help minimize it and control it. The first thing we need to
be aware of is that warm days and high humidity such as found in late spring
and early summer provide the perfect setting for the germination of the
spores. The branch-like growth then spreads over the surface of the
infected leaves with the fungus actually feeding
on the plant by sending out small haustoria
(suckers) which into the plant’s sap.
Some tips to minimize and control this problem:
-

Clivia miniata is
a native of South
Africa and an easy
to grow, elegant
and beautiful
houseplant.

-

-

-

-

Plant the susceptible perennials where they
get early morning sun. This allows the
overnight dew to dry quickly off of the
leaves.
Make sure that there is adequate air circulation, i.e., space. One way to do
this might be to cut out about a quarter of the stems at ground level in the
early spring as this will provide a better air flow.
When watering, water the roots, not the foliage.
CHOOSE MILDEW-RESISTANT cultivars.
Keep plants healthy by seeing that they have adequate water, are in the
correct soil conditions and are planted where they get the right amounts of
sun.
Can spray with a solution of one tablespoon of baking soda and 2 ½
teaspoons of light horticultural oil to one gallon of water. The oil lightly coats
the leaf surface preventing the spores from penetrating into the plant tissue.
This will need to be applied weekly and after rain. Sometimes sulfur sprays
and powders are also used. Make certain to read the label instructions on
commercial products.
Do a good job of cleanup in the fall around the susceptible plants.

For some additional information check out the following sources:
“Blackbird has spoken,
Like the first bird…”

-

https://www.planetnatural.com/pest-problem-solver/plant-disease/powderymildew/
https://www.growingagreenerworld.com/controlling-or-eliminating-powderymildew/
https://wimastergardener.org/article/powdery-mildew/
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Eye
Candy
I wonder where????
Courtesy of fPinterest

A gorgeous lily – photo by Jo-Ann Clark

Ever see a flowering
mother-in-law’s tongue

4-H fair entry – note antique container
– photo by Steve Anderson

Another winning 4-H container entry at fair –
Photo by Steve Anderson

Lovely pink daisies – via Pinterest

A smorgasbord of hosta – photo by Carol Cox

Succulent planter (Repurposed birdbath)
Gorgeous double red daylily
last two pictures taken by Carol Cox in Susan Girnau’s garden on Vine Street in Eau Claire
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"Suburbia is where
the developer
-Don’t needle friends,
-Stay sharp,
bulldozes out the
Page
7 to be sappy,Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News
-It’s
okay
trees, then names the
-Be scent-sational!
streets after them."
Courtesy of a sign board at Down
To Earth Garden Center in Eau Claire.
- Bill Vaughan
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Advice from an EVERGREEN:

April 2013

EAU CLAIRE AREA MASTER GARDENER NEWSLETTER
A newsletter for the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Association members.
Unless otherwise noted, articles for
this newsletter are submitted and/or
written by ECAMGA members or
the newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox.
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are
from clipart. Newsletter layout by
Carol W. Cox

For more Eau Claire County UW
Cooperative Extension information
go to our website:
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire
Phone: 715-839-4712
Fax: 715-839-6277
M-F 8AM-5PM

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction
record or veteran status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please
contact 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Eau Claire County
Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, WI 54720

