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Zoom for Eau Claire Master Gardener Education by Sally Anderson
On Wednesday, May 20th we held our first ever Zoom Educational meeting. This is taking the place
of our usual educational meetings that have been held monthly at the Extension for a long time.
Using Zoom is a fun way to get everyone together. We had 16 participants and if you’re not familiar
with Zoom we all clicked into the site which Ellen had set up. We were able to see and talk to each
participant. After a long absence it was just wonderful to see and visit with our master gardener
friends again.
But it wasn’t all just visiting. Ellen had asked us to send in some photos of what we’ve been doing
in our gardens up to now. We saw photos of raised beds, garden projects yet to be done, plants in
pots ready to go into the garden, bees waiting to be let out of their container they were mailed in, a
successful compost pile, indoor flowering plants, blossoms on an apple tree and so much more.
Each person who’d sent in a photo was asked to say a few words in explanation. Along with orally
commenting on what we all saw, comments could be typed on the bottom of the page, therefore
we all could be involved.
Margaret Murphy, our Horticulture Outreach Specialist, was also in attendance. She said we are
not to do any volunteer projects this year. Those of you who began working on projects before this
was announced can certainly continue your work but keeping physical distance at all times. You
may also record those hours.
This education counts for 1.25 hours. There will be another session on June 15th with John Hager
presenting on hostas. Check the article about that presentation.
As much as we miss the ability to visit “face to face” with our master gardener friends we know we
must all stay safe. But, we hope more will find this a great and fun way to stay in touch as we work
through this serious time!

It would seem that the new format for the MG monthly meetings are the cat’s meow!! It would seem everyone enjoyed the new
meeting format with quite a number in attendance with just some of the attendee’s video pictures to the right photo above right.
(Pictures by Jo-Ann Clark)
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Changing
e-mail?
Moving?
If you do, please remember to notify the ECAMG
and the newsletter editor of your new e-mail address
and/or mailing address so you don’t miss any Eau
Claire Area Master Gardener happenings!
Email your new
information to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI
54701 (or call her at 715-7830016 - cell).

ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
Name

E-mail address

Louise White-Roach
Andy Heren
Paula Bonnin
Jeannie Chromey

MGV

White1roach@gmail.com

715-831-3352

Rcktnut007@aol.com
paula.d.bonnin@gmail.com
J_chromey@yahoo.com

715-220-6373
715-5799607

Rita Gundry
Chris Southworth
Ellen Terwilliger
Nancy Spak

Bulletin Board
Postings Stories
and
Opportunities!!!

Phone number

gundryrk@uwec.edu

715-579-5523

Chris_southworth@yahoo.com

715-514-3358

terwilset@gmail.com

715-839-0731

nancyspak@gmail.com

715-210-7005

715-

Note:
The ECAMGAV Board minutes may be accessed at
https://www.eauclaireareamastergardener.org.

ECAMGVA

"Ask a Master Gardener" Cancelled for the
Summer
by Andy Heren
Extension recently announced that all volunteer led programming is
cancelled through the summer due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Unfortunately, this includes our Master Gardener programming.
Sadly, our "Ask a Master Gardener" activities for the summer will
not be happening. We had decided it would be best to hold off on
the Saturday Farmers Market to see how things went there, with
hopes of having a presence maybe later in the summer and at the
Eau Claire County Fair. For sure we won't be at either. As of now
there will be a County Fair, but it will be much different than in the
past.
I guess this gives us the summer off with our Saturday mornings
free to do our own gardening. I'd like to thank our "Ask" Crew for
their time in the past years and willingness to be flexible this
summer. I will miss our times at the Farmers Market. I'm referring
not only to our contact with the public, but also our wonderful
conversations and laughs. If you've never joined us there, you are
missing out on a fun Saturday morning! Please consider it for next
year.
Please take the recommended
precautions and be safe this
summer so we can hopefully
get back together in the fall for
our Master Gardener
programming.

2020 Calendar
All meetings at 6:30 pm at
the Extension Office unless
otherwise noted

June 15: Zoom meeting @ 8:30 pm
(see page 3)
July: TBA
August: TBA
September: TBA
October: TBA
November: TBA

December 16: Annual Holiday Party

To keep up to date on the latest
guidance from UW Extension
relative to the COVID19 situation
go to:

https://wimastergardener.org/2020/0
3/20/halt-to-master-gardenerprogram-volunteer-activities-2/
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June 15th Master Gardener Education on Hostas by Ellen Terwilliger
Join us for our 2nd Master Gardener Volunteer online education session on June 15th at 7 pm.
John Hager will present "Hostas and Stuff...(not your ordinary hosta presentation)" John will take
you to his extensive hosta garden via his photography. HIs talk will include hybridizing hostas,
hosta sports, growing tips and growing daylilies. John is a fun and humorous speaker as well as a
very knowledgeable speaker. He has presented at our conferences.
All Eau Claire Master Gardener Volunteers will receive a Zoom invitation that they can respond to if
they want to attend. You may invite a friend to join in but please do not share the Zoom link on
social media. Attendees will need to download the Zoom app onto their computer ahead of time.
While volunteer hours are not required this year because of the pandemic continuing education
hours still are. This is a great way to get education hours and see your fellow MGVs.
At left, a neat way to
make use of old
pallets. For more
ideas go to:
https://www.recycled
craftsy.com/crafts/cle
ver-ways-to-decoryour-garden-for-thissummer-with-pallets/
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Picture from the St. Louis, Missouri Botanical Gardens

‘Tis the season for garden tours and we missed out on almost all of our spring garden seminars (lucky us in that
the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Volunteer Association winter garden seminar did get to happen!). So,
what might be out there for us to take part in? Along with the info that Margaret Murphy puts out for us to gain
educational hours from here are some additional sources you may want to check out:
-

-

https://www.thespruce.com/free-garden-planners-1357749 which has 11 Free Garden Planners and
Programs available along with gardening tips.
https://www.housebeautiful.com/uk/garden/g31913008/best-virtual-tours-garden/ this site allows one to go
on 8 stunning virtual garden tours of gardens around the world including the famous Kew Gardens in the UK
and Claude Monet’s Garden in Giverny, France.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sw27gRFi3Aglets you take a tour of the Portland Japanese Gardens.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdcpc7X9vMA takes you “Inside the Secret World of Koi.”

Back In The Day…
(pictures out of my archives and I do not have a record of who took them – my apologies)
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Paeonia suffruticosa
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I think that, almost without exception,
People love peonies. What is not to
love, after all. Marco Polo is said to
have described peony blossoms as
“roses as big as cabbages.”

The peony is a very interesting plant
with some plants known to have
existed and thrived for 100 years or
more. The peony is a flowering shrub
belonging to the genus Paeonia (the only genus in that family). Another interesting thing about the peony
is that those lovely petals are edible and can be added to salads or used as a garnish for lemonade or iced
tea. Additionally, the plants are deer resistant (if there is such a thing!!).
Paeonia is native to Asia, Europe, and western North America. Depending upon the botanist one talks to
there are between 25 to 40 known species of peonies. Peonies make great cut flower arrangements
lasting up to a week in a vase. For the best results the stems should be cut in the morning when the buds
are still relatively tight. The peony stems can then be wrapped in damp paper toweling and put in a
plastic bag in the refrigerator until ready to use. When ready to use the stem should be recut and put in
lukewarm water.
While peony blooms are only available in late spring and early summer, there is an emerging growing
area in Alaska from mid too late summer. There are six peony flower types: anemone, single, Japanese,
semi-double, double, and the boom flower type. The flowers range in fragrance from the very fragrant to
no fragrance at all depending upon the variety. Flower color ranges from pink and red to purple, white
and yellow.
In addition to the herbaceous peony which has been enjoyed and grown for generations, there is also the
tree peony and, in the 1940s a hybridizer named Toichi Itoh developed the Itoh peony by successfully
crossing the tree peony with the herbaceous peony.
Peonies bloom from late spring to early summer and require full sun. They can get by with a half day of
sun but bloom best with 6-8 hours of sunlight per day. The plants also require and well-drained soil, a
neutral pH and shelter from strong winds. They do well in Zone 3 to 8, but some varieties even survive
and thrive in Zone 2 winters. The plants actually need the cold winters for proper bud formation.
Overall peonies require minimal care once established. It is, however, important to take care in choosing
a planting site as peonies do not respond very well to transplanting. The best time to plant peonies is in
the fall, in late September and into October about 6 weeks before the ground freezes. While they can also
be planted in the spring, such plantings usually result in the peony lagging about a year behind the fall
planting in development.
Peonies are usually sold as bare root tubers having 3 to 5 eyes or buds and should be spaced 3 to 4 feet
apart. A fairly deep hole should be dug with the addition of organic material and, possibly some 1 cup of
bone meal. The peony root should then be placed on a mound of soil in the hole in such manner that it is
(Continued on page 6)
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Paeonia continued from page 5…
no more than 2 inches below the soil surface. When backfilling and tamping down the soil care should be
taken that the 2 inches below the soil surface is maintained. When planting a container grown peony plant
so that the plant is covered no deeper than the pot that it came in. Needless to say, then water thoroughly
Page
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after planting.
The plants do not require a lot of care. A small amount of fertilizer or compost prior to planting along
with the bone meal is sufficient. If the soil is poor, the time to apply some bone meal, compost or wellrotted manure would be in the early summer after flowering and after deadheading. Also, do not fertilize
more often than every other year.
While peonies are quite hardy and low maintenance they do have some things they are susceptible to.
Among them are Verticillium Wilt, Ringspot Virus, tip blight, stem rot, Botrytis blight, Leaf Blotch,
Japanese Beetle, and nematodes. To minimize problems cut the foliage back to ground level in the fall to
avoid overwintering disease organisms. Also siting the plants properly and allowing for good air flow
around the plants helps maintain healthy plants. If plants exhibit any of the blights or wilts, remove
affected plants and place in the garbage – not in the compost pile.
Some people get upset when they see ants on their peonies. Those ants are just eating from the peony
nectar while also attacking bud-eating pests. The sugary droplets or honeydew found on the outside of the
flower buds that are produced by scale insects and aphids also attract the ants (and the ants control the
other insects that might harm the peony). So, do not get out the pest spray and spray those ants on those
peony bushes. They are your helpers in maintaining healthy peonies.
Some interesting websites for
information on peonies:
-

https://americanpeonys
ociety.org/learn/

-

https://www.thespruce.c
om/tree-peonies-careand-growing-tips2132750

-

https://www.diynetwork
.com/howto/outdoors/gardening/c
aring-for-peonies

Interesting from Pinterest…
Far left:
ravenwhimsy.tumblr.com
Middle:
https://twitter.com/Fake_MI
DRF/status/1112763100296
630272
Immediate left:
https://www.pinterest.com/
pin/212091463690389933/v
isual-search/
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Janesville’s Rotary Gardens are well worth the trip down there to see. Top and middle picture taken in 2019.
`

EYE CANDY

Picture far left is a neat pergola or
arbor courtesy of Pinterest.
Middle picture is of some rather
lovely iris and the picture
immediately to the left is of some
gigantic coleus and caladium. With
all the colors and variations that are
coming out from coleus hybridizers
the shade now really packs a punch.
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Summer Rain by Fannie Isabelle Sherrick
Oh, what is so pure as the glad summer rain,
That falls on the grass where the sunlight has lain?
Page
7 is so fair as theEau
Claire
And what
flowers
that lieArea Master
All bathed in the tears of the soft summer sky?

Gardener News

April 2013

The blue of the heavens is dimmed by the rain
That wears away sorrow and washes out pain;
But we know that the flowers we cherish would die
Were it not for the tears of the cloud-laden sky.

Unless otherwise noted, articles for
this newsletter are submitted and/or
written by ECAMGA members or
the newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox.
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are
from clipart. Newsletter layout by
Carol W. Cox

For more Eau Claire County UW
Cooperative Extension information
go to our website:
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire
Phone: 715-839-4712
Fax: 715-839-6277
M-F 8AM-5PM

June 21

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction
record or veteran status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please
contact 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, WI 54720

